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Joyce Carol Oates adds to her extraordinary body of work with this stunning novel of violence and love. At
the heart of the story are two people, Iris Courtney, who is white, and handsome Jinx Fairchild, the black
basketball player who, in protecting Iris, kills a white man.

Iris is the only witness to the crime.

The two of them are growing up in the early 1950s in a New York industrial town where racial boundaries
keep people apart—or bring them together in explosive scenes of fear or desire. The secret link between Iris
and Jinx is not only their attraction to each other, but a murder … and a bond of passion and guilt is formed
between them. How this one irrevocable, tragic act shapes their lives and alters their destinies becomes Joyce
Carol Oates’ finest, emotion-packed novel—a work the critics are calling a masterpiece, the best work of
America’s best writer of contemporary realism.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

The book Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Because It Is Bitter,
and Because It Is My Heart (Plume)? Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume) has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a
book. So it is very wonderful.

Donald Perkins:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume) can be
excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brian Faber:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Because It Is Bitter, and
Because It Is My Heart (Plume) that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume)
become your current starter.

Thomas Gonzalez:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Because It Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume) we can acquire more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Because It



Is Bitter, and Because It Is My Heart (Plume). You can more desirable than now.
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