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American pragmatism is premised on the notion that to find out what something means, look to fruits rather
than roots. But, as Paul Grimstad shows, the thought of the classical pragmatists is itself the fruit of earlier
experiments in American literature.

Ralph Waldo Emerson, Edgar Allan Poe, Herman Melville, and (contemporaneously with the flowering of
pragmatism) Henry James, each in their different ways prefigure at the level of literary form what emerge as
the guiding ideas of classical pragmatism. Specifically, this occurs in the way an experimental approach to
composition informs the classical pragmatists' central idea that experience is not a matter of correspondence
but of an ongoing attunement to process. The link between experience and experiment is thus for Grimstad a
way of gauging the deeper intellectual history by which literary experiments--Emerson's Essays; Poe's
invention of the detective story in "The Murders in the Rue Morgue;" Melville's Pierre; and Henry James's
late style--find their philosophical expression in classical pragmatism. Charles Peirce's notion of the
"abductive" inference; William James's "radical empiricism;" and John Dewey's naturalist account of
experience inform the book's readings.

Experience and Experimental Writing also frames its set of claims in relation to more contemporary debates
within literary criticism and philosophy that have so far not been taken up in this context: putting Richard
Poirier's account of the relation of pragmatism to literature into dialogue with Stanley Cavell's inheritance of
Emerson as someone decidedly not a "pragmatist;" to differences between classical pragmatists like William
James and John Dewey and more recent, post-linguistic turn thinkers like Richard Rorty and Robert
Brandom.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Stoneman:

This Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Experience and
Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses can be one of the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that
maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Experience and Experimental
Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Henrietta Roderick:

You may get this Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses
by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's
try to choose suitable ways for you.

Bertie Lewis:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary
Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we
know that book Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses
has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.

Cassandra Giron:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called
of book Experience and Experimental Writing: Literary Pragmatism from Emerson to the Jameses. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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