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It is tempting to regard the perpetrators of the September 11th terrorist attacks as evil incarnate. But their
motives, as Bruce Lincoln’s acclaimed Holy Terrors makes clear, were profoundly and intensely religious.
Thus what we need after the events of 9/11, Lincoln argues, is greater clarity about what we take religion to
be. 

Holy Terrors begins with a gripping dissection of the instruction manual given to each of the 9/11 hijackers.
In their evocation of passages from the Quran, we learn how the terrorists justified acts of destruction and
mass murder “in the name of God, the most merciful, the most compassionate.” Lincoln then offers a
provocative comparison of President Bush’s October 7, 2001 speech announcing U.S. military action in
Afghanistan alongside the videotaped speech released by Osama bin Laden just a few hours later. As Lincoln
authoritatively demonstrates, a close analysis of the rhetoric used by leaders as different as George W. Bush
and Osama bin Laden—as well as Mohamed Atta and even Jerry Falwell—betrays startling similarities.
These commonalities have considerable implications for our understanding of religion and its
interrelationships with politics and culture in a postcolonial world, implications that Lincoln draws out with
skill and sensitivity. 

With a chapter new to this edition, “Theses on Religion and Violence,” Holy Terrors remains one of the
essential books on September 11 and a classic study on the character of religion.

“Modernity has ended twice: in its Marxist form in 1989 Berlin, and in its liberal form on September 11,
2001. In order to understand such major historical changes we need both large-scale and focused analyses—a
combination seldom to be found in one volume. But here Bruce Lincoln . . . has given us just such a mix of
discrete and large-picture analysis.”—Stephen Healey, Christian Century

“From time to time there appears a work . . . that serves to focus the wide-ranging, often contentious
discussion of religion’s significance within broader cultural dynamics. Bruce Lincoln’s Holy Terrors is one
such text. . . . Anyone still struggling toward a more nuanced comprehension of 9/11 would do well to spend
time with this book.”—Theodore Pulcini, Middle East Journal
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From reader reviews:

Ann Fout:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Holy Terrors: Thinking About
Religion After September 11, 2nd Edition book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Loretta Faria:

This Holy Terrors: Thinking About Religion After September 11, 2nd Edition are reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Holy Terrors: Thinking About Religion
After September 11, 2nd Edition can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this Holy Terrors: Thinking About Religion After
September 11, 2nd Edition giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Margaret Padua:

The particular book Holy Terrors: Thinking About Religion After September 11, 2nd Edition will bring you
to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you
try to find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book Holy Terrors: Thinking About
Religion After September 11, 2nd Edition is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jessie Adams:

The book Holy Terrors: Thinking About Religion After September 11, 2nd Edition has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.
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