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In "Marian and the Major", Christl Verduyn brings together the story of Major William Kingdom Rains and
the compelling fictionalized version of his life, "Elizabeth and the Golden City," created by novelist Marian
Engel. Rains, a former soldier in the Napoleonic Wars, immigrated to Canada at the same period as Susanna
Moodie and Catharine Parr Traill. He brought with him his wards, sisters Frances and Elizabeth. The three
settled on St Joseph Island in northern Ontario, where their unusual domestic arrangement caught the
attention and imagination of, among others, the nineteenth-century British travel-writer Anna Jameson, the
Swiss born naturalist and explorer Louis Agassiz, the American poet William Cullen Bryant, and the
Canadian novelist Marian Engel. Engel was a key figure on the Canadian writing scene during its formative
years in the1960s and 1970s - the setting for her final work-in-progress, Elizabeth and the Golden City.
Verduyn looks at the novel, the story on which it was based, and the parallels Engel found to her own life,
exploring the fascinating relationship between history and literature. "Elizabeth and the Golden City"
provides a glimpse of the creative process while it deepens appreciation of Marian Engel's artistry.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test look
for book, may be the reserve untitled Marian and the Major: Engel's "Elizabeth and the Golden City" can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Earnest Moss:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also
soon. The Marian and the Major: Engel's "Elizabeth and the Golden City" will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Sherry Clark:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Marian and the Major: Engel's
"Elizabeth and the Golden City" is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Christopher Arnold:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Marian and the Major: Engel's "Elizabeth and
the Golden City" can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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