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Standing at the very foundation of monotheism, and so of Western culture, Moses is a figure not of history,
but of memory. As such, he is the quintessential subject for the innovative historiography Jan Assmann both
defines and practices in this work, the study of historical memory--a study, in this case, of the ways in which
factual and fictional events and characters are stored in religious beliefs and transformed in their
philosophical justification, literary reinterpretation, philological restitution (or falsification), and
psychoanalytic demystification.

To account for the complexities of the foundational event through which monotheism was established, Moses
the Egyptian goes back to the short-lived monotheistic revolution of the Egyptian king Akhenaten (1360-
1340 B.C.E.). Assmann traces the monotheism of Moses to this source, then shows how his followers denied
the Egyptians any part in the origin of their beliefs and condemned them as polytheistic idolaters. Thus
began the cycle in which every "counter-religion," by establishing itself as truth, denounced all others as
false. Assmann reconstructs this cycle as a pattern of historical abuse, and tracks its permutations from
ancient sources, including the Bible, through Renaissance debates over the basis of religion to Sigmund
Freud's Moses and Monotheism. One of the great Egyptologists of our time, and an exceptional scholar of
history and literature, Assmann is uniquely equipped for this undertaking--an exemplary case study of the
vicissitudes of historical memory that is also a compelling lesson in the fluidity of cultural identity and
beliefs.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism book
is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism content conveys
objective easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in
Western Monotheism is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Thomas Rinaldi:

The book with title Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism posesses a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That
is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Moses the
Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in Western Monotheism that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in
Western Monotheism become your personal starter.

Regina Hash:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Moses the Egyptian: The Memory of Egypt in
Western Monotheism why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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