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In 1797, in what is now the Czech Republic, Pin?as Hurwitz published one of the best-selling Hebrew books
of the modern era. Nominally an extended commentary on a sixteenth-century kabbalist text, The Book of the
Covenant was in fact a compendium of scientific knowledge and a manual of moral behavior. Its popularity
stemmed from its ability to present the scientific advances and moral cosmopolitanism of its day in the
context of Jewish legal and mystical tradition. Describing the latest developments in science and philosophy
in the sacred language of Hebrew, Hurwitz argued that an intellectual understanding of the cosmos was not
at odds with but actually key to achieving spiritual attainment.

In A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era, David B. Ruderman offers a literary and intellectual
history of Hurwitz’s book and its legacy. Hurwitz not only wrote the book, but was instrumental in selling it
as well and his success ultimately led to the publication of more than forty editions in Hebrew, Ladino, and
Yiddish. Ruderman provides a multidimensional picture of the book and the intellectual tradition it helped to
inaugurate. Complicating accounts that consider modern Jewish thought to be the product of a radical break
from a religious, mystical past, Ruderman shows how, instead, a complex continuity shaped Jewish society’s
confrontation with modernity.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you
personally but the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This
A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its
Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) is our recommendation so you
keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Matthew Lyons:

This A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its
Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) are generally reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this A Best-Selling Hebrew Book
of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and
Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the
Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish
Studies) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jeffrey Smith:

The actual book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas
Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) will bring you
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try
to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern
Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum
Lectures in Jewish Studies) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Kent Brown:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the
Modern Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea



Stroum Lectures in Jewish Studies) to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion
for you to like to start a book and learn it. Beside that the guide A Best-Selling Hebrew Book of the Modern
Era: The Book of the Covenant of Pinhas Hurwitz and Its Remarkable Legacy (Samuel and Althea Stroum
Lectures in Jewish Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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