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Traditionally, literature on the civil rights movement has highlighted the leadership of ministerial men and
young black revolutionaries like the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., Stokely Carmichael, and Malcolm X.
Though recent studies have begun to explore female participation in the struggle for racial justice, women
have generally been relegated to the margins of civil rights history. In Our Minds on Freedom, Shannon
Frystak explores the organizational and leadership roles female civil rights activists in Louisiana assumed
from the 1920s to the 1960s, highlighting a diverse group of courageous women who fought alongside their
brothers and fathers, uncles and cousins, to achieve a more racially just Louisiana.

From the Depression through World War II and the postwar years, Frystak shows, black women joined and
led local unions and civil rights organizations, agitating for voting rights and equal treatment in the public
arena, in employment, and in admission to Louisiana's institutions of higher learning. At the same time,
black women and white women began to find common ground in organizations such as the YWCA, the
NAACP, and the National Urban League. Frystak explores how women of both races worked together to
organize the 1953 Baton Rouge bus boycott, which served as inspiration for the more famous Montgomery
bus boycott two years later;in the day-to-day struggle to alter the system of unequal education throughout the
state; and in the fight to integrate New Orleans schools after the 1954 Brown decision.

In the early 1960s, a new generation of female activists joined their older female counterparts to work with
organizations such as the NAACP, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), and a number of local
grassroots civil rights organizations. Frystak vividly describes the very real dangers they faced canvassing
for voter registration in Louisiana's rural areas, teaching in Freedom Schools, and hosting out-of-town civil
rights workers in their homes.

As Frystak shows, the civil rights movement allowed women to step out of their socially prescribed roles as
wives, mothers, and daughters and become significant actors, indeed leaders, in a social movement structure
largely dominated by men. Our Minds on Freedom is a welcome addition to the literature of the civil rights
movement and will intrigue those interested in African American history, women's history, Louisiana, or the
U.S. South.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Cyr:

Here thing why this Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana,
1924-1967 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in
the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the
Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 giving you information deeper since different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Our Minds on Freedom: Women and
the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the
Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 in e-book can be your substitute.

Ruth Lynch:

The book untitled Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-
1967 contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language
is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea.
The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site
as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Edwina Hinkle:

This Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 is brand-
new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having
little bit of digest in reading this Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black Equality in
Louisiana, 1924-1967 can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Betty Neal:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many query for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes



reading through, not only science book but also novel and Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle
for Black Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 as well as others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for
teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Our Minds on Freedom: Women and the Struggle for Black
Equality in Louisiana, 1924-1967 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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