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Driving along the coasts of the American South, we see miles of luxury condominiums, timeshare resorts,
and gated communities. Yet, a century ago, a surprising amount of beachfront property in the Chesapeake,
along the Carolina shore, and around the Gulf of Mexico was owned and populated by African Americans. In
a pathbreaking combination of social and environmental history, Andrew W. Kahrl shows how the rise and
fall of Jim Crow and the growing prosperity of the Sunbelt have transformed both communities and
ecosystems along the southern seaboard.

Kahrl traces the history of these dynamic coastlines in all their incarnations, from unimproved marshlands to
segregated beaches, from exclusive resorts for the black elite to campgrounds for religious revival. His
careful reconstruction of African American life, labor, and leisure in small oceanside communities reveals
the variety of ways African Americans pursued freedom and mobility through the land under their feet.

The Land Was Ours makes unexpected connections between two seemingly diverse topics: African
Americans' struggles for economic empowerment and the ecology of coastal lands. Kahrl's innovative
approach allows him fresh insights into the rise of African American consumers and the widespread
campaigns to dispossess blacks of their property. His skillful portrayal of African American landowners and
real-estate developers rescues the stories of these architects of the southern landscape from historical neglect.
Ultimately, Kahrl offers readers a thoughtful, judicious appraisal of the ambiguous legacy of racial progress
in the Sunbelt.
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From reader reviews:

Bill Flores:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, or playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you
can spent all day long to reading a e-book. The book The Land Was Ours: African American Beaches from
Jim Crow to the Sunbelt South it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book features high quality.

David Simpson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying The Land Was Ours:
African American Beaches from Jim Crow to the Sunbelt South that give your enjoyment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for
people to know world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Land Was Ours:
African American Beaches from Jim Crow to the Sunbelt South become your starter.

Steven Thomas:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Land Was Ours: African American Beaches from Jim Crow to the
Sunbelt South why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Bessie Kraft:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Land Was Ours:
African American Beaches from Jim Crow to the Sunbelt South which is getting the e-book version. So , try



out this book? Let's observe.
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