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The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon is built around a bizarre historical event and an off-hand
challenge. The event? In December 1840, nearly twenty years after his death, the remains of Napoleon were
returned to Paris for burial—and the next day, the director of a Paris hospital for the insane admitted fourteen
men who claimed to be Napoleon. The challenge, meanwhile, is the claim by great French psychiatrist Jean-
Étienne-Dominique Esquirol (1772–1840) that he could recount the history of France through asylum
registries.

From those two components, Laure Murat embarks on an exploration of the surprising relationship between
history and madness. She uncovers countless stories of patients whose delusions seem to be rooted in the
historical or political traumas of their time, like the watchmaker who believed he lived with a new head, his
original having been removed at the guillotine. In the troubled wake of the Revolution, meanwhile, French
physicians diagnosed a number of mental illnesses tied to current events, from “revolutionary neuroses” and
“democratic disease” to the “ambitious monomania” of the Restoration. How, Murat asks, do history and
psychiatry, the nation and the individual psyche, interface?

A fascinating history of psychiatry—but of a wholly new sort—The Man Who Thought He Was
Napoleon offers the first sustained analysis of the intertwined discourses of madness, psychiatry, history, and
political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Troy Ethridge:

This The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Man Who Thought He
Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness can be one of several great books you must have will
be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your
prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon:
Toward a Political History of Madness giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Chi Reyes:

The reason? Because this The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness
is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Christopher Gonzalez:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History
of Madness was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to
get book you wanted.

Fannie Vincent:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon:
Toward a Political History of Madness was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book The Man Who Thought He Was Napoleon: Toward a Political History of Madness has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read
and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes



you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that
will.
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