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Through the study of more than twenty novels produced in Spain from the 1840s to the 1920s, this book
explores the literary means by which the social options available to modern Spanish bourgeois citizens were
discursively constructed, occasionally before and often concomitantly to their production in reality. As a
result, this study is concerned with the interplay of realism and reality in modern Spain. From the earliest
folletines of the 1840s to the Modernist novels of the 1920s, the majority of novels written in this eighty-year
period are what one might term novelas de costumbres contemporáneas, or novels of contemporary customs,
and therefore primarily concerned with faithfully copying and moreover influencing real social norms in the
public sphere.

In these pages, I argue that the spatial and behavioral discourses in the novels of contemporary customs offer
a telling history of the evolving formulation of the Spanish bourgeoisie. The linking of novels and urbanism
is hardly arbitrary in the context of nineteenth-century Spain. Urbanism, particularly in the nineteenth
century, was as much a verbal construction as the novel, as proven by the lengthy treatises of such prominent
Spanish bureaucrats, engineers, architects, and urban planners as Ramón de Mesonero Romanos, Ildefons
Cerdà and Carlos María de Castro. For Spanish intellectuals of this era, city planning and the novel
functioned as parallel, enmeshed discourses in which to work out what it meant to be middle class and the
roles this class ought to play in contemporary society. In this way, they can be considered associated fields of
discourse, in the sense described by Michel Foucault in The Archaeology of Knowledge. Foucault's treatise
was a call for scholars to reexamine historical fields and question the historical grouping of knowledge(s)
into certain discursive unities, and consider whether these might be broken up and new ones conceived.In
this vein, this book undertakes a broader and more integrative view of the Spanish nineteenth century, calling
into question the boundaries of fields such as etiquette and urban planning, or literature and touristic
discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Curt Hall:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or info even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Urbanism and Urbanity: The
Spanish Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs (1845-1925) is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Wendy Kroll:

The guide untitled Urbanism and Urbanity: The Spanish Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs
(1845-1925) is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence
the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Urbanism and Urbanity: The Spanish Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs (1845-1925) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kent Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Urbanism and Urbanity: The Spanish
Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs (1845-1925) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt
Urbanism and Urbanity: The Spanish Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs (1845-1925) as good
book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book
by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

John Smithers:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The Urbanism and Urbanity: The Spanish Bourgeois Novel and Contemporary Customs
(1845-1925) will give you new experience in examining a book.
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