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First popularized during the 1950s, the concept of "brainwashing" is often viewed as an example of Cold
War paranoia, an amusing relic of a bygone era. Yet as Matthew W. Dunne shows in this study, over time
brainwashing came to connote much more than a sinister form of Communist mind control, taking on
broader cultural and political meanings.

Moving beyond well-known debates over Korean War POWs and iconic cultural texts like The Manchurian
Candidate, Dunne explores the impact of the idea of brainwashing on popular concerns about freedom,
individualism, loyalty, and trust in authority. By the late 1950s the concept had been appropriated into
critiques of various aspects of American life such as an insistence on conformity, the alleged "softening" of
American men, and rampant consumerism fueled by corporate advertising that used "hidden" or "subliminal"
forms of persuasion. Because of these associations and growing anxieties about the potential misuse of
psychology, concerns about brainwashing contributed to a new emphasis on individuality and skepticism
toward authority in the 1960s. The notion even played an unusual role in the 1968 presidential race, when
Republican frontrunner George Romney's claim that he had been "brainwashed" about the Vietnam War by
the Johnson administration effectively destroyed his campaign.

In addition to analyzing the evolving meaning of brainwashing over an extended period of time, A Cold War
State of Mind explores the class and gender implications of the idea, such as the assumption that working-
class POWs were more susceptible to mind control and that women were more easily taken in by the
manipulations of advertisers.
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From reader reviews:

Mary McDonald:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen in you if you take A Cold War State of Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society
(Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) as the daily resource information.

Pamela Dodge:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name A Cold War
State of Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) suitable to
you? The particular book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled A Cold War State of
Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War)is one of several
books that everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple
way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Victor Elias:

Often the book A Cold War State of Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics,
and the Cold War) will bring someone to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to
you. The book A Cold War State of Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics,
and the Cold War) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Karl Wolfe:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Cold War State of Mind:
Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as
the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick A Cold War
State of Mind: Brainwashing and Postwar American Society (Culture, Politics, and the Cold War) become



your own personal starter.
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