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From the National Book Award–winning author of The Noonday Demon: An Atlas of Depression comes
a monumental new work, a decade in the writing, about family. In Far from the Tree, Andrew Solomon
tells the stories of parents who not only learn to deal with their exceptional children but also find
profound meaning in doing so.

Solomon’s startling proposition is that diversity is what unites us all. He writes about families coping with
deafness, dwarfism, Down syndrome, autism, schizophrenia, multiple severe disabilities, with children who
are prodigies, who are conceived in rape, who become criminals, who are transgender. While each of these
characteristics is potentially isolating, the experience of difference within families is universal, as are the
triumphs of love Solomon documents in every chapter.

All parenting turns on a crucial question: to what extent parents should accept their children for who they
are, and to what extent they should help them become their best selves. Drawing on forty thousand pages of
interview transcripts with more than three hundred families, Solomon mines the eloquence of ordinary
people facing extreme challenges. Whether considering prenatal screening for genetic disorders, cochlear
implants for the deaf, or gender reassignment surgery for transgender people, Solomon narrates a universal
struggle toward compassion. Many families grow closer through caring for a challenging child; most
discover supportive communities of others similarly affected; some are inspired to become advocates and
activists, celebrating the very conditions they once feared. Woven into their courageous and affirming stories
is Solomon’s journey to accepting his own identity, which culminated in his midlife decision, influenced by
this research, to become a parent.

Elegantly reported by a spectacularly original thinker, Far from the Tree explores themes of generosity,
acceptance, and tolerance—all rooted in the insight that love can transcend every prejudice. This crucial and
revelatory book expands our definition of what it is to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Clark:

The book Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity to become your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Far From the Tree: Parents,
Children and the Search for Identity. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Alicia Gentry:

The reserve untitled Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search
for Identity from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Luis Gray:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity.

Margaret Gentile:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
this maybe you never get before. The Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity giving
you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful details for your
better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?
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