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Spiritualism emerged in western New York in 1848 and soon achieved a wide following due to its claim that
the living could commune with the dead. In Haunted Visions: Spiritualism and American Art, Charles
Colbert focuses on the ways Spiritualism imbued the making and viewing of art with religious meaning and,
in doing so, draws fascinating connections between art and faith in the Victorian age.

Examining the work of such well-known American artists as James Abbott McNeill Whistler, William
Sydney Mount, and Robert Henri, Colbert demonstrates that Spiritualism played a critical role in the
evolution of modern attitudes toward creativity. He argues that Spiritualism made a singular contribution to
the sanctification of art that occurred in the latter half of the nineteenth century. The faith maintained that
spiritual energies could reside in objects, and thus works of art could be appreciated not only for what they
illustrated but also as vessels of the psychic vibrations their creators impressed into them. Such beliefs
sanctified both the making and collecting of art in an era when Darwinism and Positivism were increasingly
disenchanting the world and the efforts to represent it. In this context, Spiritualism endowed the artist's
profession with the prestige of a religious calling; in doing so, it sought not to replace religion with art, but to
make art a site where religion happened.
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From reader reviews:

Rosa Flint:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Haunted Visions:
Spiritualism and American Art (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America)? Maybe it is to get best
activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you
can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Brian Smith:

The reason why? Because this Haunted Visions: Spiritualism and American Art (The Arts and Intellectual
Life in Modern America) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but
latter it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such
as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Patricia Gallagher:

You will get this Haunted Visions: Spiritualism and American Art (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern
America) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if
you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Holly Sheehan:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know that
little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Haunted Visions: Spiritualism
and American Art (The Arts and Intellectual Life in Modern America).
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