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A chance encounter in Spain in 1959 brought young Irish reporter Valerie Danby-Smith face to face with
Ernest Hemingway. The interview was awkward and brief, but before it ended something had clicked into
place. For the next two years, Valerie devoted her life to Hemingway and his wife, Mary, traveling with
them through beloved old haunts in Spain and France and living with them during the tumultuous final
months in Cuba. In name a personal secretary, but in reality a confidante and sharer of the great man’s
secrets and sorrows, Valerie literally came of age in the company of one of the greatest literary lions of the
twentieth century.

Five years after his death, Valerie became a Hemingway herself when she married the writer’s estranged son
Gregory. Now, at last, she tells the story of the incredible years she spent with this extravagantly talented and
tragically doomed family.

In prose of brilliant clarity and stinging candor, Valerie evokes the magic and the pathos of Papa
Hemingway’s last years. Swept up in the wild revelry that always exploded around Hemingway, Valerie
found herself dancing in the streets of Pamplona, cheering bullfighters at Valencia, careening around hairpin
turns in Provence, and savoring the panorama of Paris from her attic room in the Ritz. But it was only when
Hemingway threatened to commit suicide if she left that she realized how troubled the aging writer was–and
how dependent he had become on her.

In Cuba, Valerie spent idyllic days and nights typing the final draft of A Moveable Feast, even as Castro’s
revolution closed in. After Hemingway shot himself, Valerie returned to Cuba with his widow, Mary, to sort
through thousands of manuscript pages and smuggle out priceless works of art. It was at Ernest’s funeral that
Valerie, then a researcher for Newsweek, met Hemingway’s son Gregory–and again a chance encounter
drastically altered the course of her life. Their twenty-one-year marriage finally unraveled as Valerie
helplessly watched her husband succumb to the demons that had plagued him since childhood.

From lunches with Orson Welles to midnight serenades by mysterious troubadours, from a rooftop encounter
with Castro to numbing hospital vigils, Valerie Hemingway played an intimate, indispensable role in the
lives of two generations of Hemingways. This memoir, by turns luminous, enthralling, and devastating, is the
account of what she enjoyed, and what she endured, during her astonishing years of living as a Hemingway.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Running with the Bulls: My Years with the
Hemingways will make you to be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every
little thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Nancy Baumgardner:

This Running with the Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways book is absolutely not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Running with the Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways
without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly
be worry Running with the Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways can bring when you are and not make
your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone.
This Running with the Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways having very good arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Will Cathcart:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Running with the Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways why because
the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Charles Howell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Running with the
Bulls: My Years with the Hemingways.
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