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The early fiction of one of the nation’s most celebrated writers, Truman Capote, as he takes his first
bold steps into the canon of American literature

Recently rediscovered in the archives of the New York Public Library, these short stories provide an
unparalleled look at Truman Capote writing in his teens and early twenties, before he penned such classics as
Other Voices, Other Rooms, Breakfast at Tiffany’s, and In Cold Blood. This collection of more than a dozen
pieces showcases the young Capote developing the unique voice and sensibility that would make him one of
the twentieth century’s most original writers.

Spare yet heartfelt, these stories summon our compassion and feeling at every turn. Capote was always
drawn to outsiders—women, children, African Americans, the poor—because he felt like one himself from a
very early age. Here we see Capote’s powers of empathy developing as he depicts his characters struggling
at the margins of their known worlds. A boy experiences the violence of adulthood when he pursues an
escaped convict into the woods. Petty jealousies lead to a life-altering event for a popular girl at Miss
Burke’s Academy for Young Ladies. In a time of extraordinary loss, a woman fights to save the life of a
child who has her lover’s eyes.

In these stories we see early signs of Capote’s genius for creating unforgettable characters built of
complexity and yearning. Young women experience the joys and pains of new love. Urbane sophisticates are
worn down by cynicism. Children and adults alike seek understanding in a treacherous world. There are tales
of crime and violence; of racism and injustice; of poverty and despair. And there are tales of generosity and
tenderness; compassion and connection; wit and wonder. Above all there is the developing voice of a writer
born in the Deep South who will use and eventually break from that tradition to become a literary figure like
no other.

With a foreword by the celebrated New Yorker critic Hilton Als, this volume of early stories is essential for
understanding how a boy from Monroeville, Alabama, became a legend in American literature.

Praise for The Early Stories of Truman Capote
 
“Succeeds at conveying the writer’s youthful rawness . . . These stories capture a moment when Capote was
hungry to capture the rural South, the big city, and the subtle emotions that so many around him were
determined to keep unspoken.”—USA Today

“A window on the young writer’s emerging voice and creativity . . . Capote’s ability to conjure a time, place
and mood with just a few sentences is remarkable.”—Associated Press

“[Capote’s early] stories are special. Not just because they give a glimpse of an author finding his voice; or
for the traces of his masterpieces. But also because they stand in their own right as lovely vignettes of the
lives of the lonely, broken and troubled. . . . If you consider they were written when he was a child—aged
between eleven and nineteen—then they become breathtaking in their precocity, craftsmanship, simplicity
and the tenderness he became renowned for.”—The Independent (U.K.)



“These ten-plus stories were written when Capote was a teenager and young man and will shed light on his
subsequent work while remaining sharply observed pleasures in their own right.”—Library Journal

“[A] gathering of the great American prose stylist’s earliest pieces, published for the first time . . . Students
of both Capote and the short story will find this instructive and entertaining.”—Kirkus Reviews
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From reader reviews:

Floyd Hatfield:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Early Stories of Truman Capote. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book The
Early Stories of Truman Capote. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Ross Larson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. The Early Stories of Truman Capote can be your answer since it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Thomas Palmer:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Early Stories of Truman Capote
is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.

Melanie Young:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?
It all right you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Early
Stories of Truman Capote which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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