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The earliest known prison memoir by an African American writer—recently discovered and
authenticated by a team of Yale scholars—sheds light on the longstanding connection between race
and incarceration in America.

“[A] harrowing [portrait] of life behind bars . . . part confession, part jeremiad, part lamentation, part
picaresque novel (reminiscent, at times, of Dickens and Defoe).”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York
Times

In 2009, scholars at Yale University came across a startling manuscript: the memoir of Austin Reed, a free
black man born in the 1820s who spent most of his early life ricocheting between forced labor in prison and
forced labor as an indentured servant. Lost for more than one hundred and fifty years, the handwritten
document is the first known prison memoir written by an African American. Corroborated by prison records
and other documentary sources, Reed’s text gives a gripping first-person account of an antebellum Northern
life lived outside slavery that nonetheless bore, in its day-to-day details, unsettling resemblances to that very
institution.

Now, for the first time, we can hear Austin Reed’s story as he meant to tell it. He was born to a middle-class
black family in the boomtown of Rochester, New York, but when his father died, his mother struggled to
make ends meet. Still a child, Reed was placed as an indentured servant to a nearby family of white farmers
near Rochester. He was caught attempting to set fire to a building and sentenced to ten years at Manhattan’s
brutal House of Refuge, an early juvenile reformatory that would soon become known for beatings and
forced labor.

Seven years later, Reed found himself at New York’s infamous Auburn State Prison. It was there that he
finished writing this memoir, which explores America’s first reformatory and first industrial prison from an
inmate’s point of view, recalling the great cruelties and kindnesses he experienced in those places and
excavating patterns of racial segregation, exploitation, and bondage that extended beyond the boundaries of
the slaveholding South, into free New York.

Accompanied by fascinating historical documents (including a series of poignant letters written by Reed near
the end of his life), The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict is a work of uncommon beauty that
tells a story of nineteenth-century racism, violence, labor, and captivity in a proud, defiant voice. Reed’s
memoir illuminates his own life and times—as well as ours today.

Praise for The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict

“One of the most fascinating and important memoirs ever produced in the United States.”—Annette
Gordon-Reed, The Washington Post

“Remarkable . . . triumphantly defiant . . . The book’s greatest value lies in the gap it fills.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine

“Reed’s book is a wild, propulsive romp. . . . A charismatic and idiosyncratic voice in perpetual rebellion, . .



. Reed displays virtuosic gifts for narrative that, a century and a half later, earn and hold the reader’s
ear.”—Thomas Chatterton Williams, San Francisco Chronicle
 
“[The book’s] urgency and relevance remain undiminished. . . . This exemplary edition recovers history
without permanently trapping it in one interpretation.”—The Guardian

“A sensational, novelistic telling of an eventful life.”—The Paris Review

“Vivid and painful.”—NPR

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

This The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict book is not really ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. This particular The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict without we recognize teach the
one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Life and the
Adventures of a Haunted Convict can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Life and the
Adventures of a Haunted Convict having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Paul Ring:

The actual book The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict will bring one to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Life and the Adventures of a
Haunted Convict is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Rex Pelkey:

The reserve with title The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict posesses a lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

William Black:

Beside this The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea?
Find this book as well as read it from now!
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