
Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as
Spiritual Quester

Benedict F. Giamo

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0809324318
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0809324318
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0809324318


Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual
Quester

Benedict F. Giamo

Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester Benedict F. Giamo
Jack Kerouac, a "ragged priest of the word" according to Ben Giamo, embarked on a spiritual quest "for the
ultimate meaning of existence and suffering, and the celebration of joy in the meantime." For Kerouac, the
quest was a sustained and creative experiment in literary form. Intuitive and innovative, Kerouac created
prose styles that reflected his search for personal meaning and spiritual intensity. These styles varied from an
exuberant brand of conventional narrative (On the Road, The Dharma Bums, and Desolation Angels) to
spontaneous bop prosody (Visions of Cody.Doctor Sax, and The Subterraneans). Giamo’s primary purpose is
to chronicle and clarify Kerouac’s various spiritual quests through close examinations of the novels. Kerouac
began his quest with On the Road, which also is Giamo’s real starting point. To establish early themes,
spiritual struggles, and stylistic shifts, however, Giamo begins with the first novel, Town and Country, and
ends with Big Sur, the final turning point in Kerouac’s quest.

Kerouac was primarily a religious writer bent on testing and celebrating the profane depths and transcendent
heights of experience and reporting both truly. Baptized and buried a Catholic, he was also heavily
influenced by Buddhism, especially from 1954 until 1957 when he integrated traditional Eastern belief into
several novels. Catholicism remained an essential force in his writing, but his study of Buddhism was serious
and not solely in the service of his literary art. As he wrote to Malcolm Cowley in 1954, "Since I saw you I
took up the study of Buddhism and for me it’s the word and the way I was looking for."

Giamo also seeks IT—"a vital force in the experience of living that takes one by surprise, suspending for the
moment belief in the ‘real’ concrete grey everyday of facts of self and selfhood . . . its various meanings,
paths, and oscillations: from romantic lyricism to ‘the ragged and ecstatic joy of pure being and from the
void-pit of the Great World Snake to the joyous pain of amorous love, and, finally, from Catholic/Buddhist
serenity to the onset of penitential martyrhood."
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From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

The reason why? Because this Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the
secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such
awesome way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go
to the book store hurriedly.

Sandra Vincent:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list will be Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester. This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By
looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Hayden Wolfe:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Kerouac, the
Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester.

Pamela Postma:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Kerouac, the Word and the Way: Prose Artist as Spiritual Quester when you essential
it?
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