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The son of an army officer, Conrad S. Babcock graduated from West Point in 1898, just in time for the
opening of the Spanish-American War. Because of his father’s position, he managed to secure a place in the
force that Major General Wesley Merritt led to Manila to secure the city. The Philippine Insurrection, as
Americans described it, began shortly after he arrived. What Babcock observed in subsequent months and
years, and details in his memoir, was the remarkable transition the U.S. Army was undergoing. From after
the Civil War until just before the Spanish War, the army amounted to 28,000 men. It increased to 125,000,
tiny compared with those of the great European nations of France and Germany, but the great change in the
army came after its arrival in France in the summer of 1918, when the German army compelled the U.S. to
change its nineteenth-century tactics.
            Babcock’s original manuscript has been shortened by Robert H. Ferrell into eight chapters which
illustrate the tremendous shift in warfare in the years surrounding the turn of the century. The first part of the
book describes small actions against Filipinos and such assignments as taking a cavalry troop into the fire-
destroyed city of San Francisco in 1906 or duty in the vicinity of Yuma in Arizona when border troubles
were heating up with brigands and regular troops. The remaining chapters, beginning in 1918, set out the
battles of Soissons (July 18–22) and Saint-Mihiel (September 12–16) and especially the immense battle of
the Meuse-Argonne (September 26–November 11), the largest (1.2 million troops involved) and deadliest
(26,000 men killed) battle in all of American history.
            By the end of his career, Babcock was an adroit battle commander and an astute observer of military
operations. Unlike most other officers around him, he showed an ability and willingness to adapt infantry
tactics in the face of recently developed technology and weaponry such as the machine gun. When he retired
in 1937 and began to write his memoirs, another world war had begun, giving additional context to his
observations about the army and combat over the preceding forty years.
            Until now, Babcock’s account has only been available in the archives of the Hoover Institution, but
with the help of Ferrell's crisp, expert editing, this record of army culture in the first decades of the twentieth
century can now reach a new generation of scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Caleb Jones:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S.
Army and the New, 1898-1918 (The American Military Experience Series). You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book Reminiscences of Conrad
S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (The American Military Experience Series). You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, simply because
from book you can know everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
perhaps searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the
library. Let's read.

Lillie Granado:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The
Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (The American Military Experience Series) book written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
own hunger then you still hesitation Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New,
1898-1918 (The American Military Experience Series) as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Robert Nobles:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Reminiscences of Conrad S. Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918
(The American Military Experience Series) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of
this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he
makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.

John Cheung:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you



know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book.
Amount types of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Reminiscences of Conrad S.
Babcock: The Old U.S. Army and the New, 1898-1918 (The American Military Experience Series).
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