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Kimberley Patton examines the environmental crises facing the world's oceans from the perspective of
religious history. Much as the ancient Greeks believed, and Euripides wrote, that "the sea can wash away all
evils," a wide range of cultures have sacralized the sea, trusting in its power to wash away what is dangerous,
dirty, and morally contaminating. The sea makes life on land possible by keeping it "pure."

Patton sets out to learn whether the treatment of the world's oceans by industrialized nations arises from the
same faith in their infinite and regenerative qualities. Indeed, the sea's natural characteristics, such as its vast
size and depth, chronic motion and chaos, seeming biotic inexhaustibility, and unique composition of
powerful purifiers-salt and water-support a view of the sea as a "no place" capable of swallowing limitless
amounts of waste. And despite evidence to the contrary, the idea that the oceans could be harmed by
wasteful and reckless practices has been slow to take hold.

Patton believes that environmental scientists and ecological advocates ignore this relationship at great cost.
She bases her argument on three influential stories: Euripides' tragedy Iphigenia in Tauris; an Inuit myth
about the wild and angry sea spirit Sedna who lives on the ocean floor with hair dirtied by human
transgression; and a disturbing medieval Hindu tale of a lethal underwater mare. She also studies narratives
in which the sea spits back its contents-sins, corpses, evidence of guilt long sequestered-suggesting that there
are limits to the ocean's vast, salty heart.

In these stories, the sea is either an agent of destruction or a giver of life, yet it is also treated as a passive
receptacle. Combining a history of this ambivalence toward the world's oceans with a serious scientific
analysis of modern marine pollution, Patton writes a compelling, cross-disciplinary study that couldn't be
more urgent or timely.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

This The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That The Sea Can Wash Away All
Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Sea Can Wash Away All
Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean can bring any time you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
telephone. This The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic
Ocean having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ernest Keeler:

The ability that you get from The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient
Cathartic Ocean may be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Sea Can Wash Away
All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by anyone who read that
because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the
Ancient Cathartic Ocean instantly.

Mae Mosley:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Sea Can
Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean suitable to you? Often the
book was written by renowned writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils:
Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Oceanis the main of several books that will everyone
read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will
enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Raymond Brown:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those



publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
By the book The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the Ancient Cathartic Ocean
we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must
want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to
change your life at this time book The Sea Can Wash Away All Evils: Modern Marine Pollution and the
Ancient Cathartic Ocean. You can more inviting than now.
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