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In this original study, Geoffrey Sanborn presents a fresh interpretation of the villanous Magua in James
Fenimore Cooper's The Last of the Mohicans (1826) and of the dignified harpooner Queequeg in Herman
Melville's Moby-Dick (1851). Through careful historical research, Sanborn has determined that both authors
relied heavily on contemporary accounts of the indigenous natives of New Zealand, the Maori, to develop
their iconic characters. Cooper drew heavily on the account of Te Aara in John Liddiard Nicholas's Narrative
of a Voyage to New Zealand (1817) while Melville studied the personal history of Te Pehi Kupe in George
Lillie Craik's The New Zealanders (1830) to flesh out his characterization of Queequeg. A close reading of
the historical evidence and the source material supports this compelling line of argumentation.
At the same time, this isn't a simple source study nor an act of explanatory historical recovery. The
conception of the Maori is sophisticated and paradoxical, a portrait of violent but nonetheless idealized
masculinity in which dignity depends on the existence of fiercely defiant pride. This lens allows Sanborn to
present a radically different view of these fictional characters as well as underscoring the imaginative
projection that went into reporting on the Maori themselves. Magua is no longer a stereotypical "bad Indian"
or "ignoble savage," but rather a non-white "gentleman," an argument that supports Sanborn's contention that
throughout his career Cooper prioritizes status equivalence over racial difference. Queequeg is similarly re-
imagined, a move that allows Sanborn to explicate scenes in Moby-Dick that are often dodged by other
critics because they do not fit with the standard interpretations of the character. The study as a whole
provides a vivid example of the fascinating interplay between fiction and non-fiction in the nineteenth
century.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Akins:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this
Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori.

Micah Clark:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill
your cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the
Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to
you.

Gregory Kile:

Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori can be one of your starter
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that
can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori although doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can
be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Mary Jacobs:

This Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori is great e-book for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess
to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it.
Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Whipscars and Tattoos: The Last of the Mohicans, Moby-Dick, and the Maori



in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do
that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?
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