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“People caught in their own yards grope for the doorstep. Cars come to a standstill, for no light in the world
can penetrate that swirling murk…. The nightmare is deepest during the storms. But on the occasional bright
day and the usual gray day we cannot shake from it. We live with the dust, eat it, sleep with it, watch it strip
us of possessions and the hope of possessions." – Avis D. Carlson

“How can you frighten a man whose hunger is not only in his own cramped stomach but in the wretched
bellies of his children? You can't scare him – he has known a fear beyond every other.” – John Steinbeck,
The Grapes of Wrath

It is almost impossible to imagine today, but in the late 19th century and early 20th century, there were
places where land was cheaper than food and more plentiful than water. During the homesteading period of
the 1860s-1880s, the government typically offered land grants of 160 acres to any farmer who could get it
cultivated within a certain amount of time. With that much land to make productive and a limited number of
years to get it cleared and planted, men would do whatever it took to get their crops in. Of course, these
farmers, trying to quickly carve working farms, were more concerned with speed than with the impact on the
ground itself. Surviving each year itself was enough work; the future would have to worry about itself.

While farmers were planting crops, the seeds were also being sown for a natural disaster once a severe
drought hit the prairie land in the 1930s. Due to a lack of proper dryland farming methods, wind erosion and
the drought combined to create horrific dust storms that devastated wide swathes of Great Plains and even
reached cities on the East Coast like New York City and Washington, D.C. It’s estimated that the dust storms
affected about 100 million acres during the decade, uprooting not just soil but tens of thousands of people as
their farms and families suffered.

With farms failing across vast portions of Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico Colorado and Kansas, those who
could no longer support themselves became migrants, moving to other states like California, but the country
was still in the throes of the Great Depression. As a result, there was a unique class of suffering that was
documented not only in pictures but in graphically realistic novels like John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of
Wrath. Pictures of abandoned farms that looked like post-apocalyptic ghost towns helped drive the crisis
home across the country, to the extent that the Dust Bowl is still well-known 80 years later.

The Dust Bowl chronicles one of America’s “Dirty Thirties,” an era in which ecological disasters brought
economic ruin and permanently affected millions across the country. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the Dust Bowl like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Herzog:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious
Drought in American History book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer associated with The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy
of the Most Notorious Drought in American History content conveys the thought easily to understand by a
lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in American
History is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Lucia Stevenson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be examine. The
Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in American History can be your answer
mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

Patrick Bodin:

This The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in American History is brand
new way for you who has interest to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount
of digest in reading this The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in
American History can be the light food in your case because the information inside that book is easy to get
by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to
knowledge.

Abigail Shelton:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have many
advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the book The
Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in American History we can get more
advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely



choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this time
book The Dust Bowl: The History and Legacy of the Most Notorious Drought in American History. You can
more inviting than now.
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