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Bernard Goldstein’s memoir describes a hard world of taverns, toughs, thieves, and prostitutes; of
slaughterhouse workers, handcart porters, and wagon drivers; and of fist-and gunfights with everyone from
anti-Semites and Communists to hostile police, which is to say that it depicts a totally different view of life
in prewar Poland than the one usually portrayed. As such, the book offers a corrective view in the form of
social history, one that commands attention and demands respect for the vitality and activism of the
generation of Polish Jews so brutally annihilated by the barbarism of the Nazis.
In Warsaw, a city with over 300,000 Jews (one third of the population), Goldstein was the Jewish Labor
Bund’s “enforcer,” organizer, and head of their militia?the one who carried out daily, on-the-street
organization of unions; the fighting off of Communists, Polish anti-Semitic hooligans, and antagonistic
police; marshaling and protecting demonstrations; and even settling family disputes, some of them arising
from the new secular, socialist culture being fostered by the Bund.
Goldstein’s is a portrait of tough Jews willing to do battle?worldly, modern individuals dedicated to their
folk culture and the survival of their people. It delivers an unparalleled street-level view of vibrant Jewish
life in Poland between the wars: of Jewish masses entering modern life, of Jewish workers fighting for their
rights, of optimism, of greater assertiveness and self-confidence, of armed combat, and even of scenes
depicting the seamy, semi-criminal elements. It provides a representation of life in Poland before the great
catastrophe of World War II, a life of flowering literary activity, secular political journalism, successful
political struggle, immersion in modern politics, fights for worker rights and benefits, a strong social-
democratic labor movement, creation of a secular school system in Yiddish, and a youth movement that later
provided the heroic fighters for the courageous Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their
spare time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled
Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in Jewish
Studies)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time using your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Eugene Flowers:

Here thing why this kind of Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland
(Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in
Jewish Studies) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no guide that similar with Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland
(Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal
eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A
Memoir of Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies) in e-book can be your option.

Grant Rickard:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Twenty Years with
the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies) is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bryant Booher:

Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in Jewish
Studies) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get



every word into delight arrangement in writing Twenty Years with the Jewish Labor Bund: A Memoir of
Interwar Poland (Shofar Supplements in Jewish Studies) although doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This
great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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