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It is not only the past that lies in ruins in Patna, it is also the present. But that is not the only truth about the
city that Amitava Kumar explores in this vivid, entertaining account of his hometown. We accompany him
through many Patnas, the myriad cities locked within the city—the shabby reality of the present-day capital
of Bihar; Pataliputra, the storied city of emperors; the dreamlike embodiment of the city in the minds and
hearts of those who have escaped contemporary Patna's confines. Full of fascinating observations and
impressions, A Matter of Rats reveals a challenging and enduring city that exerts a lasting pull on all those
who drift into its orbit.

Kumar's ruminations on one of the world's oldest cities, the capital of India's poorest province, are also a
meditation on how to write about place. His memory is partial. All he has going for him is his attentiveness.
He carefully observes everything that surrounds him in Patna: rats and poets, artists and politicians, a girl's
picture in a historian's study, and a sheet of paper on his mother's desk. The result is this unique book, as
cutting as it is honest.
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From reader reviews:

Antoinette Hagen:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book A Matter of Rats: A Short
Biography of Patna. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Shane Bodine:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna was
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna is not only giving
you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book A Matter of
Rats: A Short Biography of Patna. You never really feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

David Wysocki:

Typically the book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna will bring someone to the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn,
this book very appropriate to you. The book A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of Patna is much
recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read
the book.

Lucille Daulton:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific A Matter of Rats: A Short Biography of
Patna can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have A Matter of Rats: A Short
Biography of Patna.
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