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The Isokon building, Lawn Road Flats, in Belsize Park on Hampstead's lower slopes, is a remarkable
building. The first modernist building in Britain to use reinforced concrete in domestic architecture, its
construction demanded new building techniques. But the building was as remarkable for those who took up
residence there as for the application of revolutionary building techniques. There were 32 Flats in all, and
they became a haunt of some of the most prominent Soviet agents working against Britain in the 1930s and
40s, among them Arnold Deutsch, the controller of the group of Cambridge spies who came to be known as
the "Magnificent Five" after the Western movie The Magnificent Seven; the photographer Edith Tudor-Hart;
and Melita Norwood, the longest-serving Soviet spy in British espionage history. However, it wasn't only
spies who were attracted to the Lawn Road Flats, the Bauhaus exiles Walter Gropius, László Moholy-Nagy
and Marcel Breuer; the pre-historian V. Gordon Childe; and the poet (and Bletchley Park intelligence
officer) Charles Brasch all made their way there. A number of British artists, sculptors and writers were also
drawn to the Flats, among them the sculptor and painter Henry Moore; the novelist Nicholas Monsarrat; and
the crime writer Agatha Christie, who wrote her only spy novel N or M? in the Flats. The Isokon building
boasted its own restaurant and dining club, where many of the Flats' most famous residents rubbed shoulders
with some of the most dangerous communist spies ever to operate in Britain. Agatha Christie often said that
she invented her characters from what she observed going on around her. With the Kuczynskis - probably the
most successful family of spies in the history of espionage - in residence, she would have had plenty of
material. DAVID BURKE is a historian of intelligence and international relations and author of The Spy
Who Came In From the Co-op: Melita Norwood and the Ending of Cold War Espionage (The Boydell Press,
2009).
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From reader reviews:

Clara Lee:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Lawn Road Flats (History of
British Intelligence) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is far
from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or ideal book with
you?

John Pierre:

The book The Lawn Road Flats (History of British Intelligence) can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a book The Lawn Road Flats
(History of British Intelligence)? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
The Lawn Road Flats (History of British Intelligence) has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Herbert Mikula:

This The Lawn Road Flats (History of British Intelligence) is great reserve for you because the content
which can be full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have to make decision
every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having The Lawn Road Flats (History of British Intelligence) in your hand like keeping the world
in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs.
hectic do you still doubt this?

John Stewart:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Lawn Road Flats (History of British Intelligence) was filled regarding
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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