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Japanese Zen often implies that textual learning (gakumon) in Buddhism and personal experience (taiken) in
Zen are separate, but the career and writings of the Chinese Tang dynasty Chan master Guifeng Zongmi
(780-841) undermine this division. For the first time in English, Jeffrey Broughton presents an annotated
translation of Zongmi's magnum opus, the Chan Prolegomenon, along with translations of his Chan Letter
and Chan Notes.

The Chan Prolegomenon persuasively argues that Chan "axiom realizations" are identical to the teachings
embedded in canonical word and that one who transmits Chan must use the sutras and treatises as a standard.
Japanese Rinzai Zen has, since the Edo period, marginalized the sutra-based Chan of the Chan
Prolegomenon and its successor text, the Mind Mirror (Zongjinglu) of Yongming Yanshou (904-976). This
book contains the first in-depth treatment in English of the neglected Mind Mirror, positioning it as a
restatement of Zongmi's work for a Song dynasty audience.

The ideas and models of the Chan Prolegomenon, often disseminated in East Asia through the conduit of the
Mind Mirror, were highly influential in the Chan traditions of Song and Ming China, Korea from the late
Koryo onward, and Kamakura-Muromachi Japan. In addition, Tangut-language translations of Zongmi's
Chan Prolegomenon and Chan Letter constitute the very basis of the Chan tradition of the state of Xixia. As
Broughton shows, the sutra-based Chan of Zongmi and Yanshou was much more normative in the East
Asian world than previously believed, and readers who seek a deeper, more complete understanding of the
Chan tradition will experience a surprising reorientation in this book.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Kirk:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Zongmi on Chan (Translations
from the Asian Classics). All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Lorraine Edler:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Zongmi on Chan (Translations from
the Asian Classics) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Zongmi on Chan
(Translations from the Asian Classics) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content.
This is one book that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to yet another sixth sense.

Dustin Davis:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Zongmi on Chan (Translations from the Asian Classics) can be your
answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Oren Nelson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Zongmi on Chan (Translations from the Asian Classics) when you needed it?
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