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In an ideal world, the laws of Congress--known as federal statutes--would always be clearly worded and
easily understood by the judges tasked with interpreting them. But many laws feature ambiguous or even
contradictory wording. How, then, should judges divine their meaning? Should they stick only to the text?
To what degree, if any, should they consult aids beyond the statutes themselves? Are the purposes of
lawmakers in writing law relevant?

Some judges, such as Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, believe courts should look to the language of
the statute and virtually nothing else. Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann of the U.S. Court of Appealsfor the
Second Circuit respectfully disagrees. In Judging Statutes, Katzmann, who is atrained political scientist as
well as ajudge, argues that our constitutional system charges Congress with enacting laws; therefore, how
Congress makes its purposes known through both the laws themselves and reliable accompanying materials
should be respected. He looks at how the American government works, including how laws come to be and
how various agencies construe legislation. He then explains the judicia process of interpreting and applying
these laws through the demonstration of two interpretative approaches, purposivism (focusing on the purpose
of alaw) and textualism (focusing solely on the text of the written law). Katzmann draws from his
experience to show how this process plays out in the real world, and concludes with some suggestions to
promote understanding between the courts and Congress.

When courts interpret the laws of Congress, they should be mindful of how Congress actually functions, how

lawmakers signal the meaning of statutes, and what those legislators expect of courts construing their laws.
The legidative record behind alaw isin truth part of its foundation, and therefore merits consideration.
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From reader reviews:
Babara L opez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y es, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
gpare time to take awalk, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
entitled Judging Statutes? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Jodi Dauphin:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of reserve
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Judging Statutesis kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Catherine Stoltenberg:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Judging Statutes provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Adam Cuyler:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Judging Statutes when you required it?
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