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The first complete study of Gide’s neglected wartime writings.

Arguably the most influential French writer of the early twentieth century, André Gide is a paradigmatic
figure whose World War II writings offer an exemplary reflection of the challenges facing a leading writer in
a time of national collapse. Tracing Gide’s circuitous “intellectual itinerary” from the fall of France through
the postwar purge, this book examines the ambiguous role of France’s senior man of letters during the
Second World War. The writer’s intricate maneuverings offer privileged insights into three issues of broad
significance: the relationship of literature and politics in France during World War II, the repressions and
repositionings that continue to fuel controversy about the period, and the role of public intellectuals in times
of national crisis.

With the exception of the early wartime Journal, Gide’s publications during France’s “dark years” have
received little critical attention. This book scrutinizes the entire wartime oeuvre in depth, tracing the
evolution of Gide’s political views and, most importantly, reading the wartime texts against each other. It is
the interplay among these texts that reveals the full complexity of Gide’s political positionings and the
rhetorical brilliance he deployed to redress his tarnished image.

“…[An] extremely well-researched and level-headed account of André Gide’s war years and their
reconfiguration after the Armistice … van Tuyl is an excellent guide through a murky and ugly period.” —
South Atlantic Review

“…this is a provocative and well-written study.” — Times Literary Supplement

“...[this] useful book presents an innovative analysis of the vagaries of Gide’s meandering … Gide makes
use of his texts as vehicles for retouching his own image, and his case serves as a uniquely creative response
to the problem of the intellectual faced with the destabilizing force of war.” — The French Review

“Van Tuyl has assembled a wide range of well-researched and well-supported arguments that restore to its
necessary breadth and depth the historical and ideological context of the period. The book is a clear, concise,
and thorough treatment of Gide’s activities around World War II and is a polished reference work that will
be invaluable to scholars and students of Gide for years to come.” — Walter Putnam, The University of New
Mexico

“This is an extraordinary look into a man who alleged utter frankness but could only be as honest as his
changing view of himself permitted.” — Kenneth Krauss, author of The Drama of Fallen France: Reading la
Comédie sans Tickets
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From reader reviews:

Frankie Evans:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Andre Gide and the Second World War: A
Novelist's Occupation book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Gladys Dearth:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is
this Andre Gide and the Second World War: A Novelist's Occupation.

Irma Chavez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often
the book you have read is actually Andre Gide and the Second World War: A Novelist's Occupation.

Robert Mills:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Andre Gide and the Second World
War: A Novelist's Occupation which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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