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The written word has been a central bearer of culture since antiquity. But its position is now being
challenged by the powerful media of electronic communication. In this penetrating and witty book James
O'Donnell takes a reading on the promise and the threat of electronic technology for our literate future.

In Avatars of the Word O'Donnell reinterprets today's communication revolution through a series of refracted
comparisons with earlier revolutionary periods: the transition from oral to written culture, from the papyrus
scroll to the codex, from copied manuscript to print. His engaging portrayals of these analogous epochal
moments suggest that our steps into cyberspace are not as radical as we might think. Observing how
technologies of the word have affected the shaping of culture in the past, and how technological
transformation has been managed, we regain models that can help us navigate the electronic transformation
now underway. Concluding with a focus on the need to rethink the modern university, O'Donnell specifically
addresses learning and teaching in the humanities, proposing ways to seek the greatest benefit from
electronic technologies while steering clear of their potential pitfalls.
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From reader reviews:

Cathrine Hart:

The book Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Avatars of the Word:
From Papyrus to Cyberspace? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is
very wonderful.

Cheryl Cooley:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to
Cyberspace is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Scott Rochelle:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Avatars of the
Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Stephany Garcia:

The reserve untitled Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an individual. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.
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