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Music in West Africa is one of several case-study volumes that can be used along with Thinking Musically,
the core book in the Global Music Series. Thinking Musically incorporates music from many diverse
cultures and establishes the framework for exploring the practice of music around the world. It sets the stage
for an array of case-study volumes, each of which focuses on a single area of the world. Each case study uses
the contemporary musical situation as a point of departure, covering historical information and traditions as
they relate to the present. Visit www.oup.com/us/globalmusic for a list of case studies in the Global Music
Series. The website also includes instructional materials to accompany each study.
Music in West Africa presents fundamental style concepts of West African music using a focused case study
of performance in Liberia, West Africa, among the Kpelle people. The book discusses the diversity, motifs,
and structure of West African music within the larger patterns of the region's culture, highlighting those
aspects of Kpelle music that are common to many other West African traditions. It also describes how music
and dance in West Africa are tied to the fabric of everyday social and political life.
Kpelle musicians value musical performance where multiple performers each contribute aspects of sound
that fit together in elaborate ways. Drawing upon her extensive fieldwork and research, author Ruth Stone--
who was raised in the Bong County region of Liberia--centers on key stylistic elements that Kpelle
performers articulate and emphasize: faceting or breaking music into smaller parts, layering tone colors,
part-counterpart relationships in musical structures, and time and polyrhythm. She explores fascinating
parallels to these analytic themes in the textiles and masks of related arts and in broader cultural practices
such as greeting sequences.
Music in West Africa is enhanced by eyewitness accounts of local performances, interviews with key
performers, and vivid illustrations. Packaged with a 70-minute CD containing examples of the music
discussed in the book, it features guided listening and hands-on activities that encourage readers to engage
actively and critically with the music.
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From reader reviews:

Babara Lopez:

The book Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) for
being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
guide Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
book?

Erich Arnold:

This Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Music in West Africa:
Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) can be one of many great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Music in West Africa:
Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Neil Myers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) the mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get just before. The Music in West Africa:
Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global Music Series) giving you yet another experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Christina Bishop:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind



skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find publication
that need more time to be examine. Music in West Africa: Experiencing Music, Expressing Culture (Global
Music Series) can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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