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In September 1654, 23 Jewish refugees from Recife, Brazil arrived in the Dutch colonial town of New
Amsterdam aboard the St. Charles, a French warship.The Portuguese had just retaken Brazil from the Dutch,
and these Jews feared living under the same repression that had caused their ancestors to flee Spain in 1492
and Portugal in 1497. Despite strong protests by Peter Stuyvesant, the local governor, the Dutch West India
Company ordered that this small group be allowed to stay in New Amsterdam. At first calling themselves
Shearith Jacob, or Remnant of Jacob, and later Shearith Israel, they became the first Jewish congregation in
North America. For almost 175 years, Shearith Israel was the only Jewish congregation in New York City,
and its history has been deeply intertwined with that of the city and the nation. Active in both the synagogue
and the outside world have been such figures as Rev. Gershom Mendes Seixas, an incorporator of Columbia
College and a prominent patriot during the American Revolution; Commodore Uriah Phillips Levy, a hero in
the War of 1812 who later saved Thomas Jefferson's Monticello from ruin; Supreme Court Justice Benjamin
Nathan Cardozo; Emma Lazarus, one of whose poems is inscribed on the base of the Statue of Liberty; and
Maud Nathan, who was active in the women's suffrage movement as well as a Daughter of the American
Revolution. Published to mark Shearith Israel's 350th anniversary, this book tells their individual stories as
well as the history of the congregation, explaining its origins, its rituals and its traditions. It is profusely
illustrated with portraits, historical documents and ritual objects. This book tells a fascinating story, one that
will appeal to anyone interested in the history and culture of the Jewish people, of New York City, and of the
United States.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve Remnant of Israel a Portrait of
Americas First Jewish Congregation will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book
with you?

Carrie Porter:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
up than other is high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Remnant of Israel
a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

William Oden:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Remnant of Israel a Portrait of
Americas First Jewish Congregation book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
doubt Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation as good book not just by the cover
but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Lester Magno:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas
First Jewish Congregation as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Remnant of Israel a Portrait of Americas First Jewish Congregation to make



your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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