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Tobias Smollett, in the preface to his first novel, The Adventures of Roderick Random (1748), acknowledges
the influence of Alain René Le Sage’s L’Histoire de Gil Blas de Santillane (1715–35 in four volumes) on his
work. By far the most successful of “useful and entertaining” romances, Smollett writes, Gil Blas describes
“the knavery and foibles of life, with infinite humour and sagacity.” “The following sheets,” he adds
significantly, “I have modeled on his plan.”
 
Smollett’s translation of Gil Blas appeared nine months after the publication of Roderick Random. This
chronicle of a merry, philosophical young man whose adventures lead him into all levels of society from the
highest to the lowest, presents special problems for a translator. Smollett, without always adhering to the
literal expression of the novel’s language, is true to its style, spirit, and ideas. After two and a half centuries,
his remains the finest translation of this humorous, satiric, and classic French novel.
 
In his early years in London, Smollett struggled to find a way to distinguish himself through his medical
practice, medical writings, poetry, and plays. None of these attempts, however, allowed him to demonstrate
the full range of his personality and talents. Only when he combined his own boundless imagination with the
skills he had learned from translating Gil Blas was he able to create energetic narratives filled with vivid and
original characters.
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From reader reviews:

Corene Albert:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (The Works of Tobias
Smollett). Try to the actual book The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (The Works of Tobias Smollett)
as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you much more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and also knowledge with this book.

Teresa Sullivan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want
by a e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around
the world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Adventures of Gil Blas
of Santillane (The Works of Tobias Smollett) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or suitable book with you?

Frank Botelho:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (The Works of Tobias Smollett) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation
that maybe you never get previous to. The The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (The Works of Tobias
Smollett) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following
is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tommy Bowles:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just lying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Adventures of Gil Blas of Santillane (The Works
of Tobias Smollett) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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