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The New York Times best-selling story from the author of The Good Lord Bird, winner of the 2013 National
Book Award for Fiction.

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet
steadfast in her love for her 12 black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his
mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of
Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother. The son of a black minister and a woman who would not
admit she was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his 11 siblings in the poor, all-
black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn.

In The Color of Water, McBride retraces his mother's footsteps and, through her searing and spirited voice,
recreates her remarkable story. The daughter of a failed itinerant Orthodox rabbi, she was born Rachel
Shilsky (actually Ruchel Dwara Zylska) in Poland on April 1, 1921. Fleeing pogroms, her family emigrated
to America and ultimately settled in Suffolk, Virginia, a small town where anti-Semitism and racial tensions
ran high. At 17, after fleeing Virginia and settling in New York City, Ruth married a black minister and
founded the all- black New Brown Memorial Baptist Church in her Red Hook living room. "God is the color
of water," Ruth McBride taught her children, firmly convinced that life's blessings and life's values transcend
race.

Interspersed throughout his mother's compelling narrative, McBride shares candid recollections of his own
experiences as a mixed-race child of poverty, his flirtations with drugs and violence, and his eventual self-
realization and professional success. The Color of Water touches listeners of all colors as a vivid portrait of
growing up, a haunting meditation on race and identity, and a lyrical valentine to a mother from her son.
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From reader reviews:

Corey Valenzuela:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for people. The book The Color of Water has been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The
Color of Water is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
using the book The Color of Water. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Corinne Parsons:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Color of Water book as basic and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Randy Mosley:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Color of Water book because this
book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no
doubt in it as you know.

Paul Lopez:

The Color of Water can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to place
every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Color of Water however doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one among it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.
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