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Americans now enjoy vastly more privacy than in the past. But privacy makes it difficult to know much
about other people; more privacy means more strangers. The Costs of Privacy begins with these questions:
How, in an anonymous society of strangers, is trust possible? What enables both individuals and institutional
actors to trust others whom they have never met and do not know?

Nock suggests an answer: that surveillance establishes reputations, and it is these which permit us to trust
strangers. Simply put, actors are willing to trust those whose reputations justify that trust. Not only does
surveillance establish reputations, but it also maintains them among strangers. Nock defines such
surveillance functionally, as overt and conspicuous forms of credentials (e.g., credit cards, educational
degrees, drivers' licenses) and/or ordeals (e.g., lie detector tests, drug tests, integrity tests). He shows that the
use of credentials and ordeals, over time, is correlated with the number of strangers in our society.
Anonymity, then, is one of the costs of greater personal privacy; surveillance is another, offsetting cost.

Older methods of surveillance have long been staples of our society. The concluding chapter focuses on
newer methods of surveillance, those which can record genetic and biochemical information about people.
Unlike traditional bases of reputation, genetic information makes it possible to predict future physical
illnesses, mental health problems, and various types of behavior. These new forms of surveillance may seem
attractive because they make it possible for actors to enter into risky relationships with many more people
(i.e., trust them) without ever getting to know them. In so doing, we may be altering the nature of our public
life. And that, argues Nock, may be the greatest cost of privacy.
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From reader reviews:

William Martel:

Why? Because this The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and
Social Change) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Roberto Senn:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Costs of Privacy:
Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Marilyn Perez:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and
Reputation in America (Social Institutions and Social Change) can give you a lot of pals because by you
checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person.
This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that
possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why
hesitate? Let me have The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social Institutions and
Social Change).

Tammy Dorris:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Costs of Privacy: Surveillance and Reputation in America (Social
Institutions and Social Change) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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