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This first volume of the Official History studies the background to privatisation, and the privatisations of the
first two Conservative Governments led by Margaret Thatcher from May 1979 to June 1987. First
commissioned by the then Prime Minister Tony Blair as an authoritative history, this volume addresses a
number of key questions:

To what extent was privatisation a clear policy commitment within the Thatcher Governments of the 1980s●

- or did Government simply stumble on the idea? 
Why were particular public corporations sold early in the 1980s and other sales delayed until well into the●

1990s? 
What were the privatisation objectives and how did they change over time, if at all? ●

How was each privatisation planned and executed, how were different City advisers appointed and●

remunerated, what precise roles did they play? 
How was each privatisation administered; in what ways did the methods evolve and change and why? How●

were sale prices determined? 
Which government departments took the lead role; what was the input of the Treasury and Bank of●

England; and what was the relationship between Ministers and civil servants? 

The study draws heavily from the official records of the British Government to which the author was given
full access and from interviews with leading figures involved in each of the privatisations – including ex-
Ministers, civil servants, business and City figures, as well as academics that have studied the subject. This
new official history will be of much interest to students of British political history, economics and business
studies.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

Here thing why this kind of The Official History of Privatisation Vol. I: The formative years 1970-1987
(Government Official History Series) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Official
History of Privatisation Vol. I: The formative years 1970-1987 (Government Official History Series) giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no publication
that similar with The Official History of Privatisation Vol. I: The formative years 1970-1987 (Government
Official History Series). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Official History of Privatisation Vol. I: The formative years 1970-
1987 (Government Official History Series) in e-book can be your choice.

Christina Lazarus:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The Official History of Privatisation Vol. I: The
formative years 1970-1987 (Government Official History Series) can be good book to read. May be it can be
best activity to you.

Duncan Houghton:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has a
lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you have read.
If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The Official History of
Privatisation Vol. I: The formative years 1970-1987 (Government Official History Series) provide you with
new experience in looking at a book.

Sara Pacheco:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Official History of Privatisation Vol.
I: The formative years 1970-1987 (Government Official History Series) can be the reply, oh how comes? A



fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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