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After graduating from The Citadel in May 1943, Andrew Adkins, Jr. immediately attended the U.S. Army
Officer Candidate School, where he was commissioned and sent on to the 80th Infantry Division, then
undergoing its final training cycle in the California-Arizona desert. Upon reaching the division, 2d
Lieutenant Adkins was assigned as an 81mm mortar section leader in Company H, 2d Battalion, 317th
Infantry Regiment. When the 80th Infantry Division completed its training in December 1943, it was shipped
in stages to the United Kingdom and then on to Normandy, where it landed on August 3, 1944. There,
Lieutenant Adkins and his fellow soldiers took part in light hedgerow fighting that served to shake the
division down and familiarize the troops and their officers with combat.

The first real test came on August 20, 1944, when the 2d Battalion, 317th Infantry, attacked high ground near
Argentan during the Allied drive to seal huge German forces in the Falaise Pocket. While scouting for mortar
positions in the woods, Andy Adkins ran into a group of Germans and shot one of them dead with his
carbine. This baptism in blood taught him the answer to a question every novice combatant wants to hear: He
was cool under fire, capable of killing when facing the enemy. He later wrote, "It was a sickening sight, but
having been caught up in the heat of battle, I didn't have a reaction other than feeling I had saved my own
life." Thereafter, the 2d Battalion, 317th Infantry, took part in a succession of bloody battles across France.
Ineptly led through the tenures of several battalion commanders, the unit suffered grievous losses even as it
took hills and towns away from brave and well-led German veterans. In the course of fighting graphically
portrayed in this soldier's memoir, Andy Adkins acted with remarkable skill and courage, placing himself at
the forefront of the action whenever he could. His extremely aggressive delivery of critical supplies to a cut-
off unit in an embattled French town earned him a Bronze Star Medal, the first such award in his battalion.
You Can't Get Much Closer Than This is at heart a young soldier's story of war. In vibrant, piercing terms, a
junior officer's coming of age in battle is the compelling focus of page after page of action sequences.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled You Can't Get Much Closer Than This: Combat with the 80th
"Blue Ridge" Division in World War II Europe. Try to make book You Can't Get Much Closer Than This:
Combat with the 80th "Blue Ridge" Division in World War II Europe as your close friend. It means that it
can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every
little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Maria Lacher:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book You Can't Get Much Closer Than This: Combat with the
80th "Blue Ridge" Division in World War II Europe. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. As long as we know about how is important a new book You Can't Get Much Closer Than This:
Combat with the 80th "Blue Ridge" Division in World War II Europe. You can add expertise and of course
you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing
you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Ronald Hopkins:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This You Can't Get
Much Closer Than This: Combat with the 80th "Blue Ridge" Division in World War II Europe is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this
era.

Kimberly Duda:

Exactly why? Because this You Can't Get Much Closer Than This: Combat with the 80th "Blue Ridge"
Division in World War II Europe is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap
that but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author
who also write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other



book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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