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Hamid Naficy is one of the world’s leading authorities on Iranian film, and A Social History of Iranian
Cinema is his magnum opus. Covering the late nineteenth century to the early twenty-first and addressing
documentaries, popular genres, and art films, it explains Iran’s peculiar cinematic production modes, as well
as the role of cinema and media in shaping modernity and a modern national identity in Iran. This
comprehensive social history unfolds across four volumes, each of which can be appreciated on its own.

Volume 2 spans the period of Mohammad Reza Shah’s rule, from 1941 until 1978. During this time Iranian
cinema flourished and became industrialized, at its height producing more than ninety films each year. The
state was instrumental in building the infrastructures of the cinema and television industries, and it instituted
a vast apparatus of censorship and patronage. During the Second World War the Allied powers competed to
control the movies shown in Iran. In the following decades, two distinct indigenous cinemas emerged. The
more popular, traditional, and commercial filmfarsi movies included tough-guy films and the “stewpot”
genre of melodrama, with plots reflecting the rapid changes in Iranian society. The new-wave cinema was a
smaller but more influential cinema of dissent, made mostly by foreign-trained filmmakers and modernist
writers opposed to the regime. Ironically, the state both funded and censored much of the new-wave cinema,
which grew bolder in its criticism as state authoritarianism consolidated. A vital documentary cinema also
developed in the prerevolutionary era.

A Social History of Iranian Cinema
Volume 1: The Artisanal Era, 1897–1941
Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978
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From reader reviews:

Linda Enders:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The
Industrializing Years, 1941–1978. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important the book A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing
Years, 1941–1978. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by a book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Mary Stock:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The
Industrializing Years, 1941–1978 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Craig Duran:

Why? Because this A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978 is
an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to
the e-book store hurriedly.

Kelley Hardy:

The book untitled A Social History of Iranian Cinema, Volume 2: The Industrializing Years, 1941–1978
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to
read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice read.
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