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Curators of the Buddha is the first critical history of the study of Buddhism in the West and the first work to
bring the insights of colonial and postcolonial cultural studies to bear on this field.

After an overview of the origins of Buddhist studies in the early nineteenth century, the essays focus on
important "curators of the Buddha," such as Aurel Stein, D. T. Suzuki, and Carl Jung, who, as they created
and maintained the discipline, played a significant role in disseminating knowledge about Buddhism in the
West. The essays bring to life many of the important but unexamined social, political, and cultural conditions
that have shaped the course of Buddhist studies for more than a century—and have frequently distorted the
understanding of a complex set of traditions. Contributors Charles Hallisey, Gustavo Benavides, Stanley
Abe, Luis Gómez, Robert Sharf, and Donald Lopez challenge some of the most enduring ideas in Buddhist
studies: that Zen Buddhism is, above all, an experience; that Tibetan Buddhism is polluted, or pristine; that
the Buddha image is of Greek or Roman origin; that the classical text supersedes the vernacular, as the
manuscript supersedes the informant; and many others.
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From reader reviews:

Leif Gibbs:

The book Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism under Colonialism has a lot details on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after
scanning this book.

Steven Ellison:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism under Colonialism your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism
under Colonialism giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Cheri Adamo:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism
under Colonialism can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
textbooks have than the others?

Helene Anderson:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Curators of the Buddha: The Study of Buddhism under Colonialism can
make you sense more interested to read.
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