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Every presidential election since 1964 has been won by the candidate backed by the most united party; yet as
party unity has become more important to voting decisions, it has also become increasingly difficult to
achieve. In his latest book, Martin Wattenberg offers an in-depth interpretation of the presidential elections
of the 1980s, illuminating current theories of political behavior and how they operate in today's candidate-
centered politics.

Wattenberg investigates the impact that political parties' declining relevance has had on presidential politics.
As the parties' ability to polarize opinion weakened and voters were set politically adrift, the candidates
themselves had to fill the power vacuum. Interestingly, as the candidates have become more prominent, their
popularity has spiraled downward. Wattenberg's national survey data debunks the notion of Reagan as the
"teflon president;' demonstrating that many negative judgments stuck to Reagan's public image throughout
the 1980s, particularly the criticisms of his conservative policies.

The author's intricate analysis shows that many people were torn between candidates whose policies they
preferred and those who they thought would produce the best results, and these contradictory attitudes were
primarily resolved in favor of Reagan and Bush.

This book is not only the successor volume to the author's widely used book on American parties, it is also a
controversial and thought-provoking commentary on American parties, politics, and representative
government.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections
of the 1980s.

Cecil Atkins:

This The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics:
Presidential Elections of the 1980s without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential
Elections of the 1980s can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This The Rise of Candidate-Centered
Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Valerie Herrera:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of
them is niagra The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s.

Pierre Winter:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book The Rise of Candidate-Centered
Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s to make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you



to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics:
Presidential Elections of the 1980s can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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