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Randol Contreras came of age in the South Bronx during the 1980s, a time when the community was
devastated by cuts in social services, a rise in arson and abandonment, and the rise of crack-cocaine. For this
riveting book, he returns to the South Bronx with a sociological eye and provides an unprecedented insider’s
look at the workings of a group of Dominican drug robbers. Known on the streets as “Stickup Kids,” these
men raided and brutally tortured drug dealers storing large amounts of heroin, cocaine, marijuana, and cash.

As a participant observer, Randol Contreras offers both a personal and theoretical account for the rise of the
Stickup Kids and their violence. He mainly focuses on the lives of neighborhood friends, who went from
being crack dealers to drug robbers once their lucrative crack market opportunities disappeared. The result is
a stunning, vivid, on-the-ground ethnographic description of a drug robbery’s violence, the drug market high
life, the criminal life course, and the eventual pain and suffering experienced by the casualties of the Crack
Era.

Provocative and eye-opening, The Stickup Kids urges us to explore the ravages of the drug trade through
weaving history, biography, social structure, and drug market forces. It offers a revelatory explanation for
drug market violence by masterfully uncovering the hidden social forces that produce violent and self-
destructive individuals. Part memoir, part penetrating analysis, this book is engaging, personal, deeply
informed, and entirely absorbing.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Spradlin:

Here thing why this kind of The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the
American Dream giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café,
or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book
maybe the form of The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream in e-book can be your
option.

Ethel Springer:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book that will
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one having theme
for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the
American Dream is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Harry Thomas:

This The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or
fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you still doubt which?

Ethel Swafford:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but in addition novel and The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the
American Dream as well as others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic



a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.
Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes The Stickup Kids: Race, Drugs, Violence, and the American Dream to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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