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The complete account of Britain's worst-ever military disaster.

It took several million bullets and roughly an hour to effectively destroy General Sir Douglas Haig's grand
plans for the first day of the Somme, 1 July 1916. By day's end, 19,240 British soldiers were dead, crumpled
khaki bundles scattered across pasture studded with the scarlet of poppies and smouldering shell holes. A
further 35,493 were wounded. This single sunny day remains Britain's worst-ever military disaster.
Responsible were hundreds of German machine guns and scores of artillery batteries that had waited silently
to deal death to the long-anticipated attack.

Reviewing the day's events fully from, for the first time, both the British and German perspectives, Andrew
Macdonald explains how and why this was a disaster waiting to happen. While laying the blame for the
butchery squarely on widespread British command failure, he also shows that the outcome was a triumph of
German discipline, planning and tactics, with German commanders mostly outclassing their opposite
numbers.

Published for the hundredth anniversary of the Battle of the Somme in July 2016, this is a major contribution
to World War 1 history and an epic story of courage, misery and endurance in its own right.

'Macdonald has given us one of the best battle histories in years, a detailed account of the tactics, bombardments, generals,
soldiers and events that led up to and took place on that first day on the Somme' NZ Listener
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From reader reviews:

Terry Grissom:

In other case, little folks like to read book First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of Britain's
Worst-ever Military Disaster. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important some sort of book First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of Britain's
Worst-ever Military Disaster. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until
eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Robert Irizarry:

Here thing why that First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of Britain's Worst-ever Military
Disaster are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of
Britain's Worst-ever Military Disaster giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with First Day of the Somme: The Complete
Account of Britain's Worst-ever Military Disaster. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of First Day of the Somme: The Complete
Account of Britain's Worst-ever Military Disaster in e-book can be your substitute.

Deborah Wilkerson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of Britain's Worst-ever Military Disaster, you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a guide.

Tammy Paradis:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this



particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the First Day of the Somme: The Complete Account of Britain's Worst-ever Military
Disaster when you essential it?
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