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Born in a Jamaica still under British rule, the acclaimed and influential writer Michelle Cliff embraced her
many identities, shaped by her experiences with the forces of colonialism and oppression: a light-skinned
Creole, a lesbian, an immigrant in both England and the United States. In her celebrated novels and short
stories, she has probed the intersection of prejudice and oppression with a rare and striking lyricism.

In her first book-length collection of nonfiction, Cliff displays the same poetic intensity, interweaving
reflections on her life in Jamaica, England, and the United States with a powerful and sustained critique of
racism, homophobia, and social injustice. If I Could Write This in Fire begins by tracing her transatlantic
journey from Jamaica to England, coalescing around a graceful, elliptical account of her childhood
friendship with Zoe, who is dark-skinned and from an impoverished, rural background; the divergent life
courses that each is forced to take; and the class and color tensions that shape their lives as adults. The
personal is interspersed with fragments of Jamaica’s history and the plight of people of color living both
under imperial rule and in contemporary Britain. In other essays and poems, Cliff writes about the discovery
of her distinctive, diasporic literary voice, recalls her wild colonial girlhood and sexual awakening, and
recounts traveling through an American landscape of racism, colonialism, and genocide—a history of
violence embodied in seemingly innocuous souvenirs and tourist sites.

A profound meditation on place and displacement, If I Could Write This in Fire explores the complexities of
identity as they meet with race, gender, sexuality, nationality, and the legacies of the Middle Passage and
European imperialism.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

This If I Could Write This in Fire book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh,
you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That If I Could
Write This in Fire without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry If I Could Write This in Fire can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This If I Could Write This in Fire having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Suk Barry:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this If I
Could Write This in Fire.

Denise Adams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting on
the bed? Do you need something totally new? This If I Could Write This in Fire can be the solution, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Betty Peoples:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely If I Could Write This in Fire. This book which is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this
e-book you can get many advantages.
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