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The mentality that consumerism and economic growth are cure-alls is one of the biggest obstacles to real
sustainability, but any change seems impossible, unthinkable. Our contemporary paradox finds us relying for
our well being on consumer-driven economic growth that we actually can’t afford — not in environmental,
economic or social terms. Although architecture and design have long been seen as engines for consumerism
and growth, increasing numbers of designers are concerned about the problems resulting from growth. But
designers face a paradox of their own; in scenarios of sustainable consumption, where people consume or
build significantly less, what will be left for designers to do?

This book, informed by recent research into the viability of a "steady state" economy, sets an agenda for
addressing the designer’s paradox of sustainable consumption. The agenda includes ways that architecture
and design can help transition us towards a new kind of economy that prioritizes real wellbeing rather than
economic growth. Packed with examples and illustrations, the book argues that taking action, or activism, is
an important but so far underexplored way for architects and designers to confront consumerism.

The first chapters explore how economic growth and consumerism shape and are shaped by the professions
of architecture, product, and landscape design and how we can understand the problem of consumerism as
four main challenges that designers are already addressing. The book maps out the main issues surrounding
the development of metrics that designers and others can use to measure wellbeing, instead of simply
measuring economic growth. The second half of the book looks at how design activism works and its
connection to growth and consumerist issues. These chapters examine how activist practices are financed,
highlight five specific methods that designers use in working for social change, and investigate the power of
these methods. The book concludes with a consideration of what design’s role might be in a "post-growth"
society.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Allen:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts
Growth book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply
to you. The writer of Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth
content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Architecture & Design versus
Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth is not loveable to be your top checklist reading
book?

Theodore Huff:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How
Design Activism Confronts Growth giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but
also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern this is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Charles Holland:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Architecture & Design versus
Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ann Amos:

This Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth is fresh way for
you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading
this Architecture & Design versus Consumerism: How Design Activism Confronts Growth can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form.



People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not
any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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