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The mighty Yung-lo sat on the great throne surrounded by a hundred attendants. He was sad, for he could
think of no wonderful thing to do for his country. He flirted his silken fan nervously and snapped his long
finger-nails in the impatience of despair. 

"Woe is me!" he cried at last, his sorrow getting the better of his usual calmness. "I have picked up the great
capital and moved it from the South to Peking and have built here a mighty city. I have surrounded my city
with a wall, even thicker and greater than the famous wall of China. I have constructed in this city scores of
temples and palaces.

I have had the wise men and scholars compile a great book of wisdom, made up of 23,000 volumes, the
largest and most wonderful collection of learning ever gathered together by the hands of men. I have built
watch-towers, bridges, and giant monuments, and now, alas! as I approach the end of my days as ruler of the
Middle Kingdom there is nothing more to be done for my people.

Better far that I should even now close my tired eyes for ever and mount up on high to be the guest of the
dragon, than live on in idleness, giving to my children an example of uselessness and sloth." 

"But, your Majesty," began one of Yung-lo's most faithful courtiers, named Ming-lin, falling upon his knees
and knocking his head three times on the ground, "if you would only deign to listen to your humble slave, I
would dare to suggest a great gift for which the many people of Peking, your children, would rise up and
bless you both now and in future generations." "Only tell me of such a gift and I will not only grant it to the
imperial city, but as a sign of thanksgiving to you for your sage counsel I will bestow upon you the royal
peacock feather."
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Cash:

The book Asia Folktales Story of The Great Bell From Peking make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You
should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Asia Folktales Story of The
Great Bell From Peking to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up
and read a book Asia Folktales Story of The Great Bell From Peking. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Thomas Brim:

Beside this kind of Asia Folktales Story of The Great Bell From Peking in your phone, it could give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Asia Folktales Story of The Great Bell From Peking because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that would not
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

David Earnest:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Asia Folktales Story of The Great Bell From
Peking was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Asia Folktales Story of
The Great Bell From Peking has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your
case and try to like reading which.

Timothy Rhine:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Asia Folktales Story of
The Great Bell From Peking.
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