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Like Alexander or Caesar, the name of Saladin – the greatest figure of Islamic history – has a timeless
quality. As famous today as he was when he drove the Crusaders out of Jerusalem, the real Saladin has
dissolved into legend with each generation’s retelling of his story. Through the ages he has made many
numerous appearances in both classic and popular culture: Dante placed him in the first circle of Hell with
the heroes of Troy and Rome while Rex Harrison played him as a cad in the film King Richard and the
Crusaders. In Youssef Chahine’s epic film Saladin, he emerged as a hero of Arab socialism, and he has even
made an appearance in an episode of Dr Who. Even today, Saladin’s historical influence continues with
Osama bin Laden, Saddam Hussein and Colonel Gaddafi all claiming to be his military and spiritual heir.

 

To understand the real Saladin, however, A. R. Azzam argues that we must place him within his historical
setting amidst the 10th century Sunni Revival - the powerful and sweeping intellectual renaissance which
would ultimately transform every field of Islamic thought. Making a compelling case against accepted
orthodoxy, this ground-breaking biography contends that Saladin was not the brilliant military commander of
popular imagination but that, in fact, his true greatness lay in his spiritual vision. An honest and guileless
leader, Saladin baffled his enemies by refusing to play their political games and succeeded in uniting an
army from all parts of the Muslim world without bloodshed. Yet despite being one of the most powerful men
in Islam, Saladin died a pauper in 1193 without even enough money for straw to line his coffin.

 

The first major biography of Saladin for twenty years, and the first by a Muslim historian to appear in
English, A. R. Azzam’s timely and fascinating account is essential reading for anyone interested in the
medieval Crusades, Islamic history and the origins of the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Burnham:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
allowed Saladin? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using
your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Kenneth Allen:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular Saladin is kind of guide which
is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

William Stone:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book. It is
really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a book.
The book Saladin it is quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the
actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.

Peggy Gillman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Saladin why because the excellent cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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