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The last decades of the Ming dynasty, though plagued by chaos and destruction, saw a significant increase of
publications that examined advances in knowledge and technology. Among the numerous guides and
reference books that appeared during this period was a series of texts by Song Yingxing (1587–1666?), a
minor local official living in southern China. His Tiangong kaiwu, the longest and most prominent of these
works, documents the extraction and processing of raw materials and the manufacture of goods essential to
everyday life, from yeast and wine to paper and ink to boats, carts, and firearms.

            
In The Crafting of the 10,000 Things, Dagmar Schäfer probes this fascinating text and the legacy of its
author to shed new light on the development of scientific thinking in China, the purpose of technical writing,
and its role in and effects on Chinese history. Meticulously unfolding the layers of Song’s personal and
cultural life, Schäfer chronicles the factors that motivated Song to transform practical knowledge into written
culture. She then examines how Song gained, assessed, and ultimately presented knowledge, and in doing so
articulates this era’s approaches to rationality, truth, and belief in the study of nature and culture alike.
 Finally, Schäfer places Song’s efforts in conjunction with the work of other Chinese philosophers and
writers, before, during, and after his time, and argues that these writings demonstrate collectively a uniquely
Chinese way of authorizing technology as a legitimate field of scholarly concern and philosophical
knowledge.

Offering an overview of a thousand years of scholarship, The Crafting of the 10,000 Things explains the role
of technology and crafts in a culture that had an outstandingly successful tradition in this field and was a
crucial influence on the technical development of Europe on the eve of the Industrial Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Anne Larsen:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The Crafting of the
10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Charles Adams:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of
them is this The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China.

Evelyn Wiley:

The particular book The Crafting of the 10,000 Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century
China has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Curtis Waters:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Crafting of the 10,000
Things: Knowledge and Technology in Seventeenth-Century China which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's view.
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