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Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance was born out of blogging as an act of social justice. Over
a period of about two years, many posts built the case against market-based education reform and for a
critical re-imagining of public education. This book presents a coordinated series of essays based on that
work, using a wide range of written and visual texts to call for the universal public education we have failed
to achieve. The central image and warning of the book—“beware the roadbuilders”—is drawn from Alice
Walker’s The Color Purple. The book presents a compelling argument that billionaires, politicians, and self-
professed education reformers are doing more harm than good—despite their public messages. The public
and our students are being crushed beneath their reforms. In the wake of Ferguson and the growing list of
sacrificed young black men—Trayvon Martin, Jordan Davis, Tamir Rice, Eric Garner—the essays in this
book gain an even wider resonance, seeking to examine both the larger world of inequity as well as the
continued failure of educational inequity. While each chapter stands as a separate reading, the book as a
whole produces a cohesive theme and argument about the power of critical literacy to read and re-read the
world, and to write and re-rewrite the world (Paulo Freire). Supporting that larger message are several key
ideas and questions: What are the confrontational texts we should be inviting students to read, that anyone
should read? Instead of reducing texts to the narrow expectations of New Criticism or “close reading,” how
do we expand those texts into how they inform living in a free society and engaging in activism? How do
traditional assumptions about what texts matter and what texts reveal support the status quo of power? And
how can texts of all types assist in the ongoing pursuit of equity among free people?
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From reader reviews:

Mark Jones:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Beware the Roadbuilders:
Literature as Resistance. All type of book can you see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Colleen Edwards:

This book untitled Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance to be one of several books this best
seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily
to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher in this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Michael Velez:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Frances McKay:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This publication Beware the Roadbuilders: Literature as Resistance was filled with
regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people
has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can
feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply
wanted.
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