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This insightful study places African American women's stardom in historical and industrial contexts by
examining the star personae of five African American women: Dorothy Dandridge, Pam Grier, Whoopi
Goldberg, Oprah Winfrey, and Halle Berry. Interpreting each woman's celebrity as predicated on a brand of
charismatic authority, Mia Mask shows how these female stars have ultimately complicated the conventional
discursive practices through which blackness and womanhood have been represented in commercial cinema,
independent film, and network television.

Mask examines the function of these stars in seminal yet underanalyzed films. She considers Dandridge's
status as a sexual commodity in films such as Tamango, revealing the contradictory discourses regarding
race and sexuality in segregation-era American culture. Grier's feminist-camp performances in sexploitation
pictures Women in Cages and The Big Doll House and her subsequent blaxploitation vehicles Coffy and Foxy
Brown highlight a similar tension between representing African American women as both objectified
stereotypes and powerful, self-defining icons. Mask reads Goldberg's transforming habits in Sister Act and
The Associate as representative of her unruly comedic routines, while Winfrey's daily television performance
as self-made, self-help guru echoes Horatio Alger narratives of success. Finally, Mask analyzes Berry's
meteoric success by acknowledging the ways in which Dandridge's career made Berry's possible.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Burton:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Divas on Screen: Black Women in American
Film has been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film is not only giving
you far more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Divas on Screen: Black Women in
American Film. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Donald Jones:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Divas on Screen: Black Women in
American Film reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Divas on Screen:
Black Women in American Film as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one
more sixth sense.

David Packard:

This Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for
some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Divas on Screen: Black Women in
American Film can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to
get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life along with knowledge.

Sarah Lopez:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Divas on Screen: Black Women in American Film was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Divas on Screen: Black Women in
American Film has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are
usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for
yourself and try to like reading this.
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