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At least until cloning becomes the order of the day, Rene Dubos contends that each human being is unique,
unprecedented, unrepeatable. However, today each person faces the critical danger of losing this very
humanness to his mechanized surroundings. Most people spend their days in a confusion of concrete and
steel, trapped "in the midst of noise, dirt, ugliness and absurdity." So begins the essential message of the
work of one of the great figures in microbiology and experimental pathology of this century.

Is the human species becoming dehumanized by the condition of his environment? So Human an Animal is
an attempt to address this broad concern, and explain why so little is being done to address this issue. The
book sounds both an urgent warning, and offers important policy insights into how this trend towards
dehumanization can be halted and finally reversed. Dubos asserts that we are as much the product of our total
environment as of our genetic endowment. In fact, the environment we live in can greatly enhance, or
severely Hmit, the development of human potential. Yet we are deplorably ignorant of the effects of our
surroundings on human life. We create conditions which can only thwart human nature.

So Human an Animal is a book with hope no less than alarm. As Joseph Wood Krutch noted at the time,
Dubos shows convincingly "why science is indispensable, not omnipotent." Science'can change our suicidal
course by learning to deal analytically with the living experience of human beings, by supplementing the
knowledge of things and of the body machine with a science of human life. Only then can we give larger
scope to human freedom by providing a rational basis for option and action. Timely, eloquent, and guided by
a deep humanistic spirit, this new edition is graced by a succinct and careful outline of the life and work of
the author.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Maes:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this So Human an Animal: How
We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Jack Crawford:

The actual book So Human an Animal: How We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When
you try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book So Human an Animal:
How We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events is much recommended to you to study. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Robert Beck:

The guide with title So Human an Animal: How We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events posesses a lot
of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

William Medellin:

This So Human an Animal: How We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events is great book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only gives
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having So
Human an Animal: How We Are Shaped By Surroundings and Events in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?
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