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This is the second of the two closely linked but self-contained volumes that comprise James Hurford's
acclaimed exploration of the biological evolution of language. In the first book he looked at the evolutionary
origins of meaning, ending as our distant ancestors were about to step over the brink to modern language. He
now considers how that step might have been taken and the consequences it undoubtedly had.

The capacity for language lets human beings formulate and express an unlimited range of propositions about
real or fictitious worlds. It allows them to communicate these propositions, often overlaid with layers of
nuance and irony, to other humans who can then interpret and respond to them. These processes take place at
breakneck speed. Using a language means learning a vast number of arbitrary connections between forms
and meanings and rules on how to manipulate them, both of which a normal
human child can do in its first few years of life. James Hurford looks at how this miracle came about.

The book is divided into three parts. In the first the author surveys the syntactic structures evident in the
communicative behaviour of animals, such as birds and whales, and discusses how vocabularies of learned
symbols could have evolved and the effects this had on human thought. In the second he considers how far
the evolution of grammar depended on biological or cultural factors. In the third and final part he describes
the probable route by which the human language faculty and languages
evolved from simple beginnings to their present complex state.
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From reader reviews:

Mora Miller:

Book will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Origins of Grammar: Language in
the Light of Evolution II (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) will make you to be smarter. You
can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you
in search of best book or suitable book with you?

Leonie Blazek:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Origins of
Grammar: Language in the Light of Evolution II (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language). All type of
book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Daniel Caudle:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a book.
The book The Origins of Grammar: Language in the Light of Evolution II (Oxford Studies in the Evolution
of Language) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book provides high quality.

Nancy Thornton:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Origins of Grammar:
Language in the Light of Evolution II (Oxford Studies in the Evolution of Language) which is having the e-
book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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