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Spanning nearly a century, the letters in this collection revolve around a central event in the history of a
southern family: the death of the eldest son owing to sickness contracted during service in the Confederate
Army. The letters reveal a slaveowning family with keen interests in art, music, and nature and an
unshakable belief in their religion and in the Confederate cause.

William Seagrove Smith was a private in the signal corps of the Eighteenth Battalion, Georgia Infantry.
Smith was part of the force defending Savannah until it fell in late 1864, and then marched with General
William J. Hardee in his famous retreat out of the city and through the Carolinas. Like so many other soldiers
on both sides of the conflict, William Smith fell not at the hands of an enemy but from disease. He died in
Raleigh, North Carolina, on July 7, 1865. A parallel and complementary story about William's younger
brother, Archibald, also emerges in the letters. As a cadet at Georgia Military Institute, Archibald was (as his
parents fervently wished) exempt from service; however, he ultimately saw?and survived?action before the
war's end.

Scattered among the many lines in the letters that are devoted to the two brothers are a wealth of particulars
about agricultural, industrial, and social life in the family's north Georgia community of Roswell, the Smith
family's flight from Sherman's invasion force, their lives as refugees in south Georgia, and a final reunion of
the Smith brothers outside of Savannah just after the city's fall. Also included are a number of moving
exchanges between the Smiths and the family that cared for William in his final days.

A brief history of the Smith family through 1863 begins the correspondence, while the letters following the
war reveal their fortitude in the face of William's death and the hardships of Reconstruction. The volume
concludes with selected letters from the subsequent generation of Smiths, who conjure images of the Old
South and revive the memory of William. Like the most distinguished Civil War-era letter collections, The
Death of a Confederate introduces a personal dimension to its story that is often lost in histories of this
sweeping event.
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From reader reviews:

Becky Pope:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you
want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The
Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia,
1864-1956 is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Bruce Benedict:

The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia,
1864-1956 can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the
Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

William Lyons:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling
lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters
of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new
era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Gayle Anderson:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the
Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose
very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and looking at
especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the reserve The
Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia,
1864-1956 can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these
time.
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